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fully applied. Thevet fays, the inventor 
here fpoken of was a Monk of Fribourg, 
named Conftantine Anelfen: But Belle- 
foret, and other authors, with more pro- 
bability, hold Schwartz to be the inventor. 
Be thig as it may, thus much is certain, 
that Schwartz firt taught the ufe of it to 
the Venetians, in the year 1380, during 
the war with the Genoefe; that it was 
firft employed by them in a place called 
Foffa Clodia, againft Lawrence de Medi- 
cis; and that all Italy complained of it, 
as a manifeft innovation on the rules of 
lawful war. 

But what contradiéts this account, and 
fhews Gunpowder to be of an older date, 
is the fact mentioned by Peter Mexia, viz. 
thar, the Moors being befieged in 1343 by 
Alphonfus XI, King of Caftile, he dif- 
charged a fort of iron mortars upon them, 
which made a noife like thunder. And 
this is feconded by Don Pedro, Bifhop of 
Leon, who relates in his Chronicle of King 
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A'phonfus, that in a fea combat between 
the King of Tunis and the Moorihh King 
of Seville, above 450 years ago, thole ot 
Tunis had certain iron tubes, or barrels, 
with which they threw thunderbolts of fire. 
Du Cange adds, that there is mention 
made of Gunpowder in the Regifters of the 
Chamber of Accounts in France, as early 
as the year 1338. To fay no more, it 
appears that our countryman, Roger Bacon, 
knew the ingredients ef which Gunpowder 
is compounded 109 years before Schwartz 
was born. That excellent Philofopher 
mentions the compofition in exprefs terms, 
in his treatife De Nullitate Magix, pub- 
liffved at Oxford in 1316, twenty-four years 
after the author’s death. ‘ You may (fays 
he) raife- thunder and lightning at pleafure, 
by only taking fulphur, nitre, and char- 
coal ; which Eogly have no effect ; but, 
mixed together, and confined in a clofe 
place, caufe a noife and explofion greater 
than that of a clap of thunder.’ 


Cuftom ana Method of Inoculation for the Small-pox at Hindoftan: 


| ae hg eee is performed in 
Hindofian by a particular tribe of 
Bramins, who are delegated annually for 
that fervice.. The inhabitanis of the dif- 
ferent provinces, knowing the vufual time 
of their arrival, obferve ftriétly the regimen 
enjoined, whether they determine to be 
inoculated or not. This preparation con- 
fiits only in abftaining for a month from 
fith, milk, and ghee, a kind of butter 
made generally of buffalo's milk. When the 
Bramins begin to inoculate, they pafs from 
houfe to houfe, and operate at the door ; 
refufing to perform on any perfon who has 
not firiétiy obferved the preparatory courfe 
enjoined them. It is not unufual for them 
to afk their parents, how many puftules 
they chufe their children fhould have ; and 
though vanity, more than well-founded 
confidence in their own fkill, might feem 
to prompt fuch a queftion, we are affured 
by good authority, that they hardly ever 
exceed, or are deficient in the num- 
ber required. They inoculate indiffer- 
ently on any part, but, if left to their own 


choice, they prefer the outfide of the arm, 
mid-way between the wrift and the elbow 
for the males, and the fame between the 
elbow and fhoulder for thofe of the other 
fex. After the operation, which, a few 
fuperflitious céremonies excepted, is per- 
formed nearly in the ufual manner, the 
diet, that had been previoufly recommended, 
is ordered to be continued a month longer. 
It is likewife prefcribed, that a quantity of 
cold water be thrown on the patient every 
morning and evening, till the fever fuper- 
venes; from which time this method of 
bathing is to be fufpended, until the appear- 
ance of the eruption, when it is again to 
be praétifed in the fame manner, through 
the fubfequent courfe of the difeafe. The 
puftules are opened with a fine tharp- point- 
ed thorn, as foon as they begin to ehange 
their colour, and whilft the matter con- 
tinues in a‘ fluid ftate. Confinement to 
the houfe is abfolutely forbid, and the re- 
gimen is ordered to cor:{f. vi all the cool- 
ing things which the climate and fesfon 
produces, 
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AND OTHER 


| Arts and Sriencees, 


Which may render it 


_ Infiructive and Entertaining 


TO 
GENTRY, MERCHANTS, FARMERS and TRADESMEN: 
to which occafionally willbe added 
vi AnImpartial Account of Bavks in feveral Languages, 
. and of the Siz g en win Lu OPC. 


of the STAGE, New Cuansn ‘PLAYS and ORATORLOS, 
VOL. LXVU. 





Publifhed Monthly accor ling to Act of Parliament, 
By, John Linton, at the hings Arms wn Laternofter Pow 
near Warwick Lane, London. 

Price Six Pence . 
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